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Dear Mr. Efendi, 
 
Your manuscript entitled "Prevalence and Correlates of Being Bullied Among 
Adolescents in Indonesia: Results from the 2015 Global School-Based Student Health 
Survey" has been successfully submitted online and is presently being given full 
consideration for publication in International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health 
(IJAMH). 
 
Your manuscript ID is IJAMH.2019.0064. 
 
Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling 
the office for questions. If there are any changes in your affiliation, street address or e-
mail address, please log in to ScholarOne Manuscripts 
at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh and edit your user information as appropriate. 
 
You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author 
Center after logging in to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh. 
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Dear Mr. Efendi: 
 
Thank you again for submitting your manuscript ID IJAMH.2019.0064 entitled 
"Prevalence and Correlates of Being Bullied Among Adolescents in Indonesia: Results 
from the 2015 Global School-Based Student Health Survey" to International Journal of 
Adolescent Medicine and Health (IJAMH). Your manuscript has been reviewed and 
requires modifications prior to acceptance. The comments of the reviewer(s) are 
included at the bottom of this letter. 
 
I invite you to respond to the reviewer(s)' comments and revise your manuscript. 
 
To revise your manuscript, log into https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh and enter 
your Author Center, where you will find your manuscript title listed under "Manuscripts 
Awaiting Revision".  Under "Actions", click on "Create a Revision".  Your manuscript 
number has been appended to denote a revision. 
 
You may also click the below link to start the revision process (or continue the process if 
you have already started your revision) for your manuscript. If you use the below link 
you will not be required to login to ScholarOne Manuscripts. 
 
PLEASE MAKE SURE TO CONFIRM YOUR CHOICE ON THE WEB PAGE AFTER 





The revised paper needs to be submitted within 6 weeks from now. 
 
When submitting your revised manuscript, you should also respond to the comments 
made by the reviewer(s). Please add 
1. a point-by-point reply to the reviewers' comments 
2. and/or a rebuttal against each point that is being raised 
 
You will be able to respond to the comments made by the reviewer(s) under File Upload 
- File Designation - Author's Response to Reviewer/Editor Critique. Reply to the 
reviewer(s)' comments is mandatory; all revised manuscripts without reply will be sent 
back to the author. 
 
You will be unable to make your revision on the originally submitted version of the 
manuscript. Instead, revise your manuscript and save it on your computer.  Please also 
highlight the changes to your manuscript within the document by using underlined or 
colored text. 
 
Once the revised manuscript is prepared, you can upload it and submit it through your 
Author Center. 
 
Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised manuscript. You 
may delete these files or keep them. Please pay attention to the order of your uploaded 
files; the first one is the reply to the reviewer(s)' comments, followed by the revised 
manuscript, and, if applicable, Tables and Figures, and Supplementary Material. If you 
decide to keep the original files, these must be the last ones in the order of your 
uploaded files. 
 
Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to IJAMH. I look forward to 
receiving your revision. 
 
Kind regards 
Professor Joav Merrick, MD 
Editor in Chief, International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health 
 




Comments to the Author 
The topic discussed in this article is an interesting issue using the most recent data and 
written in good English. However, there are several revisions that need to be made, 
such as: 
1. To make it easier for the readers, I recommend adding the total for each column in 
Table 1. 
2. In the descriptive analysis section on page 2, you can add one paragraph to explain 
each background characteristic presented in Table 1. 
3. Page 2 line 46, you state the percentage of students who experience bullying is 
20.6%. This number is different from what is written on page 3 line 12, which is 19.9%. I 
think 19.9% is the correct one. 
4. Page 2 line 57: "As shown in Table 2, adolescents who were 14 years of age were 
more likely ... 
It should be: " as shown in Table 2, adolescents who were 14 years of age or younger 
were more likely ... " 
5. In the Abstract: "Police maker needs to consider ..." 




Comments to the Author 
Comments to IJAMH Manuscript No 2019/0064 
 
General comment: this paper addresses an important issue that needs to be raised 
more in many countries.  
Below are some suggestions to improve the manuscript. 
Introduction: 
The aim of the study needs to be stated better.  This manuscript quotes many other 
papers that have already addressed factors associated with bullying.  It is not clear in 
the goal statement why more analysis, and thus this manuscript, is needed. 
Paragraph 1 and paragraph 4 contains factors associated with bullying.  These should 
just be combined into one paragraph. 
 
Method: 
Please add information on survey response rate 
Please clarify all definition: including definition for types of bullying covered and all the 
factors analyzed 
Were all respondents made clear of the definition of bullying used? 
Please explain the process for selecting the factors chosen for analysis?  
Multivariable logistic regression analysis should be used instead of univariable logistic 
regression.  Please state how multivariable logistic regression analysis were done 
The survey employed a two-stage cluster sampling design. Please explain how 
adjustment to this complex sampling design were made. 
 
Results: 
How many schools were surveyed? In what cities? 
Explain missing information for each variables 
What was the total prevalence of bullying? 
Line 57: isn’t it supposed to be 14 years and younger? 
Are all the OR supposed to be Adjusted OR?  Please revise accordingly 
 
Discussion: 
Line 12 - 13. Is this the general finding of the study. Why is it not mentioned in the result 
section?  
 
This line is not relevant with the rest of the paragraph “These two studies found major 
differences in violence: the prevalence rates of bullying among males were higher in 
African countries than in European countries..” 
 
Line 22-24 “This study finding informs us that all parties in Indonesia should take 
responsibility for protecting adolescents from all forms of violence.” 
There is a gap in logic for this line that it doesn’t support the previous line.  
 
Line 31 – 34. The findings from WHO’s multi country study is different from the result of 
the current study.  Please state that it is different. 
 
Line 46 “This study found that bully victims have a high risk of alcohol and cigarettes 
use” is speculative and incorrect interpretation for a cross sectional study 
 
Line 51 and 55 are repetitive 
 
Deeper discussion is needed on why students with substance abuse are more likely to 
be bullied.  It may be that those who use substances hang out in more dangerous 
location or mingle with those who are prone to violence.  Or perhaps the use of 
substances was the results of the students being bullied into taking risky behaviour by 
peers. 
Possible links between feeling lonely and being bullied also needs deeper discussion. 
 
Limitation: please add the fact that the study was cross sectional in design is one of the 
limitations.  
Policy recommendation related to the results need to be better addressed. 
 
Conclusion: 
Line 26. Please state the exact prevalence.  Please state the direction of the association 
of all the factors with bullying 
Table 2.  Is this the result from multivariable model?  Please state so in the table 















Comments to the Author 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Page 1 line 51-52: The use of "while" to connect the two clauses is not appropriate, 
because those clauses do not have the same context or indicating contrast. The first 
clause discusses about bullying factors, WHILE (see this one) about the most bullying 
case in Indonesia. Please re-arrange the sentence or find an appropriate conjuntion. Or, 
it is ok using "while", but I reckon the authors should add a gap statement as the second 
clause which highlight what finding is still absent from the previous studies that can be 
completed by the current study, replacing the statement about most bullying case. 
Meanwhile, the latter-mentioned statement should be moved to the second paragraph 




Page 2 line 36: Is the Department of Health and Indonesian Ministry of Health the same 




Page 2 line 45-48: In the first paragraph of results, it is better to provide a general 
information about the proportion of bullying cases first, before informing the readers 
about the proportion of age among those bullied. The previous sentence mentions the 
total participants, so it would be very appropriate to discuss how many among those 
9,969 students have been bullied or not. Moreover, the age proportion has been 







According to the authors, why the bullying case in Indonesia is lesser than in other 
countries? Please give your argument and opinion. 
 
What is the meaning of "same trend with female adolescents was true of females"? Do 
you mean female adolescent is "girl" while 'only' female is "adult woman"? Please re-




Why younger adolescents are more likely to be victims of bullying? Please give your 




The sentence in line 38-41 seems incomplete and unclear. Please change to: "Unlike 
this study, Sri Lanka GSHS 2016 found [delete 'that'] a significantly higher proportion of 
males versus females [who] had been bullied...." 
 
Moreover, over the sentence, I intrepret that in Sri Lanka the male cases is higher than 
the female cases. However, why the authors used "unlike this study" if the study shows 
the same results? So, please re-arrange that sentence to make a clearer explanation. 
 
If the results of those studies are indeed different, give your explanation and 




The authors indicate almost in all part of the paragraph that adolescents with substance 
use are more likely to be bullied. However, in the first sentence, the authors wrote that 
the bullying leads to substance use. Both statements have a complete different meaning 
which is related to causation. The discussion between the two is still partial. I reckon it is 
better if the authors discuss those statements in different part of the paragraph to make 




Page 4 line 6: the usage of "if" in that sentence seems inappropriate. Replace with 
"that". 
 





Page 9 line 50: "alcohol consumed", replace with "alcohol consumption" 
 







Professor Joav Merrick, MD 
Editor in Chief, International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health 
Thank you for your email dated 7 April 2019 and reviewer comments for the manuscript titled 
Prevalence and Correlates of Being Bullied Among Adolescents in Indonesia: Results from the 
2015 Global School-Based Student Health Survey  (Manuscript ID IJAMH.2019.0064). As 
directed by your correspondence, we are submitting a substantially revised manuscript with three 
column tables that addresses all reviewer comments and suggestions. The revision made in the 
manuscript is marked in red color.  
We thank you for the opportunity to submit this revised manuscript. We look forward to your 
comments. 
 
Response to the reviewer comments 
Comments  Response Page 
Reviewer 1    
1. To make it easier for the readers, I 
recommend adding the total for each column in 
Table 1. 
 
 Thank you we add the total for each 
column in Table 1 
Table 1 
2. In the descriptive analysis section on page 2, 
you can add one paragraph to explain each 
background characteristic presented in Table 1. 
 Thank you we add one paragraph to 
explain other individual 
characteristics. 
Page 2 
3. Page 2 line 46, you state the percentage of 
students who experience bullying is 20.6%. 
This number is different from what is written 
on page 3 line 12, which is 19.9%. I think 
19.9% is the correct one. 
 
 Thank you. We revise and put the 
correct number.  
Page 2 
4. Page 2 line 57: "As shown in Table 2, 
adolescents who were 14 years of age were 
more likely ... 
It should be: " as shown in Table 2, adolescents 
who were 14 years of age or younger were 
more likely ... " 
 
 Thank you for pointing this error. 
We have revise it.  
Page 3 
5. In the Abstract: "Police maker needs to 
consider ..."  
It should be "Policy maker needs to consider 
..." 
 Thank you. We have revise it with 
the correct word.  
Abstract 
Reviewer 2    
General comment: this paper addresses an 
important issue that needs to be raised more in 
many countries.   
Below are some suggestions to improve the 
manuscript. 
Introduction: 
The aim of the study needs to be stated 
better.  This manuscript quotes many other 
papers that have already addressed factors 
associated with bullying.  It is not clear in the 
goal statement why more analysis, and thus 
this manuscript, is needed. 
Paragraph 1 and paragraph 4 contains factors 
associated with bullying.  These should just be 






Thank you for this important point.  
We revised the purpose statement 
and add the knowledge gap to 




Some parts of paragraph 1 were 
moved to join with paragraph 4 
describing factors related to bullying.  
 
Page 1 
Comments  Response Page 
Method: 
Please add information on survey response rate 
Please clarify all definition: including 
definition for types of bullying covered and all 
the factors analyzed 
Were all respondents made clear of the 
definition of bullying used? 
Please explain the process for selecting the 
factors chosen for analysis?   
Multivariable logistic regression analysis 
should be used instead of univariable logistic 
regression.  Please state how multivariable 
logistic regression analysis were done 
The survey employed a two-stage cluster 
sampling design. Please explain how 
adjustment to this complex sampling design 
were made. 
  
Thank you, we have revised the 




How many schools were surveyed? In what 
cities? 
Explain missing information for each variables 
What was the total prevalence of bullying? 
Line 57: isn’t it supposed to be 14 years and 
younger? 
Are all the OR supposed to be Adjusted 
OR?  Please revise accordingly 
 We added information about the 
number of schools participated and 
included in the method section. The 
total prevalence of bullying was also 
added, and revise the data described. 
All OR are adjusted OR, we added 




Line 12 - 13. Is this the general finding of the 
study. Why is it not mentioned in the result 
section?  This line is not relevant with the rest 
of the paragraph “These two studies found 
major differences in violence: the prevalence 
rates of bullying among males were higher in 
African countries than in European countries..” 
  
Thank you, we have revised this 
version adding our opinion about the 
prevalence of bullying.  
 
Line 22-24 “This study finding informs us that 
all parties in Indonesia should take 
responsibility for protecting adolescents from 
all forms of violence.”  
There is a gap in logic for this line that it 
doesn’t support the previous line.  
 Thank you we revised this sentence 
to emphasize on educating 
adolescents about bullying.  
 
Line 31 – 34. The findings from WHO’s multi 
country study is different from the result of the 
current study.  Please state that it is different. 
 Thank you, we revised the sentence 
to improve clarity.  
 
Comments  Response Page 
Line 46 “This study found that bully victims 
have a high risk of alcohol and cigarettes use” 
is speculative and incorrect interpretation for a 
cross sectional study 
 Thank you, we revise the sentence to 
make a correct interpretation for a 
clearer meaning. 
 
Line 51 and 55 are repetitive 
 
Deeper discussion is needed on why students 
with substance abuse are more likely to be 
bullied.  It may be that those who use 
substances hang out in more dangerous 
location or mingle with those who are prone to 
violence.  Or perhaps the use of substances was 
the results of the students being bullied into 
taking risky behaviour by peers. 
Possible links between feeling lonely and being 
bullied also needs deeper discussion. 
 Thank you we delete one sentence.  
 
We add some possible explanation 
on the substance abuse and feeling 
lonely to support our findings.  
 
Limitation: please add the fact that the study 
was cross sectional in design is one of the 
limitations.   
Policy recommendation related to the results 
need to be better addressed. 
 Thank you we add the study design 
as another limitation of this stud and 
improve the policy recommendation.  
 
Conclusion: 
Line 26. Please state the exact prevalence.  
Please state the direction of the association of 
all the factors with bullying 
 Thank you we revised the conclusion 
as suggested. 
 
Table 2.  Is this the result from multivariable 
model?  Please state so in the table 
Please also add the sample size on Table 2 and 
the univariable OR 
 Thank you. Yes it is the result of 
multivariate analysis. We have 
revised to adjust with this 
suggestion.  
Table 2 
Reviewer 3    
Page 1 line 51-52: The use of "while" to 
connect the two clauses is not appropriate, 
because those clauses do not have the same 
context or indicating contrast. The first clause 
discusses about bullying factors, WHILE (see 
this one) about the most bullying case in 
Indonesia. Please re-arrange the sentence or 
find an appropriate conjuntion. Or, it is ok 
using "while", but I reckon the authors should 
add a gap statement as the second clause which 
highlight what finding is still absent from the 
previous studies that can be completed by the 
current study, replacing the statement about 
most bullying case. Meanwhile, the latter-
mentioned statement should be moved to the 
 Thank you for this important 
suggestion. We revised and split the 
sentence into two different sentences 
in a separated paragraph. We also 
added an explanation why the 
current study is needed.  
1 
Comments  Response Page 
second paragraph which discusses about 
bullying cases in Indonesia. 
Page 2 line 36: Is the Department of Health 
and Indonesian Ministry of Health the same 
institutions? Why do you differentiate the 
names? 
 Thank you for pointing this issue. 
We revised it into the Indonesia 
Ministry of Health (MoH).  
 
Page 2 line 45-48: In the first paragraph of 
results, it is better to provide a general 
information about the proportion of bullying 
cases first, before informing the readers about 
the proportion of age among those bullied. The 
previous sentence mentions the total 
participants, so it would be very appropriate to 
discuss how many among those 9,969 students 
have been bullied or not. Moreover, the age 
proportion has been discussed in line 56-57, so 
I suggest to not repeat such information in two 
different places.  
 Thank you. We revised the sentence 




According to the authors, why the bullying 
case in Indonesia is lesser than in other 
countries? Please give your argument and 
opinion. 
 Thank you, we have revised this 
version adding our opinion related to 
the low prevalence found in this 
study. 
 
What is the meaning of "same trend with 
female adolescents was true of females"? Do 
you mean female adolescent is "girl" while 
'only' female is "adult woman"? Please re-
arrange the sentence and find an appropriate 
terms for comparison. 
 We revised this sentence to improve 
the clarity, and added an opinion in 
the second paragraph.  
 
2nd paragraph: Why younger adolescents are 
more likely to be victims of bullying? Please 
give your argument and opinion. 
   
3rd paragraph: 
 
The sentence in line 38-41 seems incomplete 
and unclear. Please change to: "Unlike this 
study, Sri Lanka GSHS 2016 found [delete 
'that'] a significantly higher proportion of 
males versus females [who] had been 
bullied...." Moreover, over the sentence, I 
intrepret that in Sri Lanka the male cases is 
higher than the female cases. However, why 
the authors used "unlike this study" if the study 
 Thank you, we revised the sentence 
based on your suggestion.  
4 
Comments  Response Page 
shows the same results? So, please re-arrange 
that sentence to make a clearer explanation.  
If the results of those studies are indeed 
different, give your explanation and 
consideration why why that differences can 
occur and vice versa. 
Paragraph 4: 
The authors indicate almost in all part of the 
paragraph that adolescents with substance use 
are more likely to be bullied. However, in the 
first sentence, the authors wrote that the 
bullying leads to substance use. Both 
statements have a complete different meaning 
which is related to causation. The discussion 
between the two is still partial. I reckon it is 
better if the authors discuss those statements in 
different part of the paragraph to make it 
clearer for the readers. 
 Thank you, we revised the sentence 
and added arguments to support.  
 
Page 4 line 6: the usage of "if" in that sentence 
seems inappropriate. Replace with "that". 
 Thank you, we revised it based on 
your suggestion. 
 
Why lonely adolescents are at high risk of 
being bullied? Please give your argument and 
opinion. 
 Thank you we add an explanation 
about this finding.  
 
Page 9 line 50: "alcohol consumed", replace 
with "alcohol consumption" 
 
The terms in both tables should be the same. 
Please make an appropriate adjustment. 
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Dear Mr. Efendi, 
 
The revsion of your manuscript entitled "Prevalence and Correlates of Being Bullied 
Among Adolescents in Indonesia: Results from the 2015 Global School-Based Student 
Health Survey" has been successfully submitted online and is presently being given full 
consideration for publication in International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health 
(IJAMH). 
 
Your manuscript ID is IJAMH.2019.0064.R1. 
 
Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling 
the office for questions. If there are any changes in your affiliation, street address or e-
mail address, please log in to ScholarOne Manuscripts 
at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh and edit your user information as appropriate. 
 
You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author 
Center after logging in to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh. 
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Dear Mr. Efendi: 
 
I would like to thank you for submitting your manuscript entitled "Prevalence and 
Correlates of Being Bullied Among Adolescents in Indonesia: Results from the 2015 
Global School-Based Student Health Survey"  to International Journal of Adolescent 
Medicine and Health (IJAMH). Your manuscript has been reviewed, and it is a pleasure 
to accept it for publication in IJAMH. The comments of the reviewer(s) are included at 
the bottom of this letter. 
 
The IJAMH production office will contact you for proofreading in the near future. Your 
article will be published online ahead of print as soon as possible, and in the printed 
edition at a later time. 
 
Thank you for your fine contribution. On behalf of the Editors of International Journal of 




Professor Joav Merrick, MD 




Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author: 
 
NONE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
